A Tale of Two Kings and God’s Word
“He who scorns instruction will pay for it, but he who respects a command is rewarded.” • Proverbs 13:13

JEHOIAKIM

JOSIAH
2 Kings 22
1 Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he
reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one years. His mother’s name was
Jedidah daughter of Adaiah; she was from Bozkath.
2 He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and walked in
all the ways of his father David, not turning aside to the right or
to the left.

Summary
of his reign
in Judah

2 Kings 23
36 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king,
and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven years. His mother’s name
was Zebidah daughter of Pedaiah; she was from Rumah.
37 And he did evil in the eyes of the LORD, just as his fathers
had done.

2 Kings 22
10 Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, “Hilkiah the
priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read from it in the
presence of the king.

God’s Word
read to the
king by a
court official

Jeremiah 36
21 The king sent Jehudi to get the scroll, and Jehudi brought it
from the room of Elishama the secretary and read it to the king
and all the officials standing beside him.

2 Kings 22
11 When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he
tore his robes.
12 He gave these orders to Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam son of
Shaphan, Acbor son of Micaiah, Shaphan the secretary and
Asaiah the king’s attendant:
13 “Go and inquire of the LORD for me and for the people and
for all Judah about what is written in this book that has been
found. Great is the LORD’S anger that burns against us
because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book;
they have not acted in accordance with all that is written there
concerning us.”

The king’s
personal
response
to the reading
of God’s Word

Jeremiah 36
22 It was the ninth month and the king was sitting in the winter
apartment, with a fire burning in the firepot in front of him.
23 Whenever Jehudi had read three or four columns of the
scroll, the king cut them off with a scribe’s knife and threw them
into the firepot, until the entire scroll was burned in the fire.
24 The king and all his attendants who heard all these words
showed no fear, nor did they tear their clothes.
25 Even though Elnathan, Delaiah and Gemariah urged the king
not to burn the scroll, he would not listen to them.
26 Instead, the king commanded Jerahmeel, a son of the king,
Seraiah son of Azriel and Shelemiah son of Abdeel to arrest
Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet. But the LORD had
hidden them.

2 Kings 22
14 Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Acbor, Shaphan and Asaiah went
to speak to the prophetess Huldah, who was the wife of
Shallum son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the
wardrobe. She lived in Jerusalem, in the Second District.
15 She said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of
Israel, says: Tell the man who sent you to me,
16 ‘This is what the LORD says: I am going to bring disaster
on this place and its people, according to everything written in
the book the king of Judah has read.
17 Because they have forsaken me and burned incense to
other gods and provoked me to anger by all the idols their
hands have made, my anger will burn against this place and will
not be quenched.’
18 Tell the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD,
‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says concerning the
words you heard:
19 Because your heart was responsive and you humbled
yourself before the LORD when you heard what I have spoken
against this place and its people, that they would become
accursed and laid waste, and because you tore your robes and
wept in my presence, I have heard you, declares the LORD.
20 Therefore I will gather you to your fathers, and you will be
buried in peace. Your eyes will not see all the disaster I am
going to bring on this place.’” So they took her answer back to
the king.

The events
that followed
the reading of
God’s Word

Jeremiah 36
27 After the king burned the scroll containing the words that
Baruch had written at Jeremiah’s dictation, the word of the
LORD came to Jeremiah:
28 “Take another scroll and write on it all the words that were on
the first scroll, which Jehoiakim king of Judah burned up.
29 Also tell Jehoiakim king of Judah, ‘This is what the LORD
says: You burned that scroll and said, “Why did you write on it
that the king of Babylon would certainly come and destroy this
land and cut off both men and animals from it?”
30 Therefore, this is what the LORD says about Jehoiakim king
of Judah: He will have no one to sit on the throne of David; his
body will be thrown out and exposed to the heat by day and the
frost by night.
31 I will punish him and his children and his attendants for their
wickedness; I will bring on them and those living in Jerusalem
and the people of Judah every disaster I pronounced against
them, because they have not listened.’”
32 So Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to the scribe
Baruch son of Neriah, and as Jeremiah dictated, Baruch wrote
on it all the words of the scroll that Jehoiakim king of Judah had
burned in the fire. And many similar words were added to them.

Josiah tore his robes when he heard God’s Word.
Josiah obeyed God’s Word and initiated great national
reforms.

The
Bottom
Line

Jehoiakim cut Jeremiah’s scroll and burned it in a firepot.
Jehoiakim refused to obey God’s Word and invited national
disaster.
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